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To the Reverend 


Mr. JaMEs PEIRCE, 


Reverend SIR, 


EEE Paper of Yours intitled, eAfni- 
| 5 mad verſions upon a true Rela- 
ll tion of ſome Proceedings at Sal- 
UW cers-Hall, &c. lately came to 
= my Hand, in which you too 
plalaby- diſcover a great deal of Heat and 
Anger, mixed with a peculiar Air of 
Haughtineſs and Diſdain ; The Grief and 
= A Of⸗ 


( 1 4 * 
Offence which this gave me in Reading, 


will, I hope, make me very carefull not 


to imitate you in the Reflections I ſhall 
make upon it. 


| Yov pretend not to judge of our uſe of our 
Liberty in ſubſcribing ; and yet by your fol- 
lowing Suppoſitions you ſeem to me to inſi- 
nuate, that we can ſcarce make uſe of it, with- 
out lajing a Stumbling-Block 1 in our Bretbrens 
Way, and tempting em to yield to a Pra- 
ctice which they ſeruple, as ſeeming to derogate 
from the ſole Authority of Chriſt as our e/Aaſter, 
and without caſting an Odium on thoſe who 
upon Principle are utterly againſt all ſuch Sub- 
ſcriptions. You do not acquit us from hav- 
ing ſuch a Deſign, and much leſs our A& 
in Subſcribing from having this Tendency ; but 
we ſee not the leaſt Ground for ſuch Sug- 
geſtions. 


How could we lay a Stumbling-block 
in our Brethrens Way, &c. when none 
were defired to ſubſcribe, but they who 
could do it freely and conſcientiouſly ? It 
we had known who they were that had had 
any Scruple about the Lawfulneſs of it, we 
would have diſſuaded them from doing it, 

and 


(5) 
and as far as lay in our Power have hindred 
them. And how can it derogate from the 
ſole Authority of Chriſt to declare to others 
either in Words of our own or others fram- 
ing, in what Senſe we underſtand his Mind 
and Will? We may as well be afraid to 
preach as to ſubſcribe, leaft we ſhould run 
into the ſame Fault. For do we not in 
our Pulpits ſpeak to our Hearers in his 
Name, and as his e Miniſters? And dare 
we deliver any Thing to them but what 
we believe is agreeable to His Mind? And 
if we act honeftly, ſhall we Scruple to give 
it under our Hand, That this is our real 
Judgment, when it will anſwer any valu- 
able End? We did not look upon our 
Subſcription in the preſent Juncture as a 
Matter of meer Liberty or Indifference, which 
we might do, or not do, as we pleaſed ; but 


as a real Duty to which the Providence of 
God call 'd us. 


How long our Brethren have upon Princi- 
ple been utterly againſt all Subſcriptions, I 
know not, I hope they were not ſo when they 
firſt enter'd upon the Miniſtry ; for then they 
ated againſt Principle, that they might en- 
joy the Benefit of the Legal Toleration. 


If 


(6) 
If this, which you call a Principle, ſhould 
univerſally prevail, there will be. an End 
of the Miniſtry, both among the Church- 
men and Diſſenters, when the preſent Set 
of Miniſters are gone off the Stage, unleſs 
our Governors ſhould be ſo kind as to 
excuſe us from Subſcribing this great. Ar- 
ticle of Faith concerning the Tx 1N1y v, 
as well as their other Articles. Whether the 
Body of the People ſhall think fit to pe- 
tition the GovRERNMEBN T, That they may 
be favour'd with Miniſters who. refuſe this 
Subſcription ; ; or if they ſhould, whether 
the LeGcisLATURE. Will ſee fit to grant 
their Requeſt, Time muſt ſhew. 


Ou ſay, Page 3. "OY That you perceive 
our Intention in Publiſhing the Advices, 
© is to juſtify the Methods taken at Exon.” 
All che Proof you give of this, is, The 
Gentlemens telling us in their Letter, That 
they with Comfort reflect on their own Conduct, 


when they find it ſo conformable to the Mini- 
ſters Sentiments. Theſe Methods were taken 
before the Publication of our eAdvices, or 


ſo much as the ſending them to Exeter. In 
them we take not the leaſt Notice of the 
Gentlemens Proceedings one Way or other, 


either 
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either to juſtify or condemn them : How then 
can you perceive, that either in Fact they 
are a Fuftification, or that this was our Inten- 
tion in Publiſhing them. You very well 
know, tho' you are intirely ſilent, that the 
eAdvices of our Brethren on the other Side, 
were firſt ſent down to Exeter, and after- 
wards publiſh'd with their Names ſubſcrib'd. 
This laid us under a Neceſſity to publiſh 
ours for our own Vindication, and the Sa- 
tisfaction of the World. I ſuppoſe, the Gen- 
tlemen had done what you call their Work, 
before theſe eAdvices came down. And if 
notwithſtanding this, they thought fit to 
ſend and publiſh them, why ſhould it be 
thought any more odd in us, than in them? 

Wurd Mr. Bradbury tells the World, 
* He reads with Sorrow that Mr. Pierce bas 
been ill uſed. He had only ſeen your State 
of the Caſe; and on Suppoſition that it 
had been a true and impartial one, he 
could not but do ſo. But ſince he has had 
further Light, by the Account given on 
the other Side, it does not now appear, 
that it is ſtill his Opinion, That you have 
been ill uſed. 
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Tus chief Ground of your Complaint 
of the Injuſtice and Oppreflion of the Gen- 
tlemen, is, That they did not call the Mem- 
bers of the Congregation together, but 
adted in their own Name. Since your Diſ- 
miſſion, they have been call'd, and by a 
Vote have approv'd of, and thanked them 
for what they had done f. Tho' the whole 
Body had been preſent, thoſe who adhere 
to you, as well as thoſe on the other Side, 
yet they would have carry'd it by a great 
Majority. By this after-Act, they acquit 
the Gentlemen from having in their Appre- 
henſions done them any Wrong or Injury. 
And by this it appears what would have been 
the Event, as to yourfelf and Mr. Haller, 
tho they had been call'd together before 
your Diſmiſſion. You will not allow this 
after-Adt of the People, to be a Juſtification 
of the Gentlemen, and freeing them from 
the Charge of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion. 
And yet the bare Publiſhing of our eAdvices, 
muſt be look'd upon as patronizing all their 
arbitrary and tyrgnnical Proceedings, tho? there 
be not one Word in them that mentions 

theſe 


v_y 
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| See the Citizens of En Account, p, 19. 
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theſe Proceedings, and tho' you acknowledge; 
That © If the firſt Advice had been fol- 
© low'd; your unhappy Diviſions had been 
ce effectually prevented. Theſe Things 


will ſeem ftrange to impartial and conſider- 
ing Men. 


Tus Gentlemen ate beſt acquainted 
with their own Conduct, and ſurely are ſa- 
tisfyd, that it has been agreeable to the Ad. 
vices, or they would not ſay, That they re- 
flect with Comfort on this. Neither our 
ſending; nor publiſhing them, can juſtly be 
eſteem'd an abetting their Proceedings, any 
further than they have been agreeable to 
them; and you yourſelf own, that if they 
had been ſo; the Rupture had been prevent- 
ed. So that whether we juſtify or condemn 
their Conduct, it depends upon the Truth 
either of their, or your Repreſentation, 


You complain, © That we ſhould under- 
© take to give Advice without communica- 
© ting to you, the Repreſentation the Gen- 
ce tlemen made of their unhappy Circum- 
* ſtances.” Tho' none of your Side being 
among the Committee, they could not write 
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to” London under that Character yet it's not 
to be ſuppos'd, but that Mr. Peirce and his 
Friends have their Correſpondents here both 
among Miniſters and Gentlemen, as well as 
the Committee and their Friends: And if on 
both Sides here, it was not thought fit to give 


Advice to any but thoſe that ask'd it, where 
is the Harm of this? Why might not the 


Exeter Gentlemen chooſe with whom they 


would adviſe, as well as you. on your Side ? 
How were we any more bound to give you 
an Account of the Letters we receiv'd from 
them,than our Brethren here were to give an 
Account to them of the Letters they receiv'd 
from you? There has been no Cenſuring of 
you in particular, nor any Advice given how 
to proceed againſt you: They are only gene- 


ral ones, that are applicable to other Places 
as well as Exeter. 


I Do not find that Mr. Walrond mentions 
you in his Letter of Aug. laſt, much leſs does 


he bring any Accuſation againſt you; but 


only gives a melancholly Account of the 
State of Religion in the Country, eſpecially 
with reference to theſe great Articles of Faith, 
the proper Godhead of CyrisT and of the HoLy 
>P!RIT. What Obligations did the e Miniſters 


here lie under, to write to you in particular, 


to 
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to know, Whether this Account was true and 
impartial ? Did you ever diſcover ſuch a 
mighty Concern for the Doctrine of the 
Ewver-bleſſed Trinity, as it has been com- 
monly underſtood and receiv'd in the Re- 
formed Churches? Or ſuch a juſt Zeal a- 
gainſt the new Scheme, that has been publiſh- 
ed by Dr. Clarł and others, that you ſhould 
be thought the only proper Perſon to be 
writ to on this Occaſhon ? We bleſs Go 
for, and rejoyce in Mr. Valrond's eAbilj:ies, 
and have had no Ground to ſuſpect his Vera- 
city. We doubt not buthe will be able to 
juſtify it againſt all your Accuſations, 


IBELIIEVE, Sir, you will find it difficult to 
prove, That nothing has been Jeſs regarded 
thro the whole. Quarrel, by thoſe you call, the 
impoſing Side, than the Scriptures. Certainly, 
a Congregation do not chooſe Miniſters on- 
ly to Read to them ; they need not Men of 
Mr. Peirce's Learning and Abilities, for no 
higher a Purpoſe than this: They expect 
their Miniſters ſhould be able to explain and 
open the Srriptures ; at leaſt, in all the great 
Articles of Faith, and Rales of Duty. And tho' 
Miniſters in doing this, muſt judge for them- 
ſelves concerning the Senſe of Scripture; yet 


B 2 their 
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their Hearers muſt alſo judge, Whether the 
Explications they give them, be according 
to the Mind of Cunisr in the Scriptures, or 
Subverſive of it. If their Miniſters ſhall ei- 
ther refuſe to ſatisfy them, how they under- 
fand the Scriptures in Doctrines of the great- 
eſt Importance, or ſhall give them ſuch an In- 
terpretation, as they think is dirictly contrary 
to the Senſe of the HoLy Gnosr ; How are 
they oblig'd to continue under ſuch a Mini- 
ſtry? Now if the Exeter Gentlemen really 
believe that the Article of the Church of Eng- 
land, the eAnſwers in the »Aſſemblies Cate- 
chiſm, the Votes of the Exeter eAſembly, &c. 
do truly expreſs what they apprehend is the 
Senſe of the Hory Gyosr, as to this great 
Doctrine; thoſe who refuſe to declare their 
Faith in files one or 8 of theſe Forms, 
or in Words of their own, that ſhall carry 
the ſame Senſe with 'em, muft be deem'd 
by them, not to believe what they take to 
be the true Scripture Doctrine. And how 
is there in all this any Diſregard ſhewed to 
the Holy Scriptures ? Or how are the Ex- 
plications of Men ſubſtituted in their Room, 
or made the Standard, inſtead of them? Un: 
leſs you can then overthrow the Doctrine 
contain d in theſe Forms, and prove that it 

| is 
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is different from the Scripture Doctrine; 
oi will ſay, That you acknowledge their 
Truth, tho', for ſome other Reaſons, you 
refuſe to ſubſcribe them, all this Clamour 
and Out-cry will weigh but very little with 
ferious and judicious Chriſtians, 


Ir you have different Sentiments in theſe 
great Points from the People of Exeter and 
the Generality of Proteſtant Diſſenters, I 
think you would a& moſt becoming a Chri- 
ftian and a Miniſter, freely and openly to 
own it. Why ſhould you defire to continue 
among a People, if you and they are not 
intirely agreed about the ſame Object of Wor- 
ſhip? Or, how can you blame them, that 
while they retain their fermer Sentiments, 
are afraid of continuing under the Miniftry 
of one, who they cannot but fuppoſe is 
gone into a new Scheme, and who refuſes 
to give them any Satisfaction, whether he 
is or not. 


You ſay, p. 10. Our ſecond Advice 
** ſhews what the Deſign of the Whole is, 
namely, Not to direct the People what to 
0 do, but to encourage em in what they 
| cc : have done. If your Repreſentation be 
true, 
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true, That only Party Men, thoſe on one 
Side were choſen, how does our Rule en- 
courage any ſuch Proceedings? Do we make 
any mention of Party Men, or adviſe a Peo- 
ple only to call in ſuch ? Read the Advice, 
and let the World judge. It runs thus: If 
* the People ſhall ſee fit (which in many 
% Caſes may be expedient) to call for the 
© Advice of neighbouring Miniſters, and 
* others, that are moſt like to give em 
* good Direction in the Matter before em. 
* ThoſeMiniſters and others, whoſe Coun- 


<& fel is defir'd, ſhould be free, open, and 


* faithful in the Advice they gave, without 
© being in the leaſt influenc'd by any per- 
* ſonal Reſpe& or Diſreſpet on either 
* hand.” Is not this a good Rule, when a 
Difference ariſes which cannot be compro- 
mis'd between a Miniſter and his particular 
Congregation 2 Whom ſhould they adviſe 
with, but their neighbour Miniſters, and o- 
thers, who are moſt likely to give 'em good 
Direction ? Are not theſe the proper Perſons, 
before Application be made to thoſe that 
live at a greater Diſtance 2 How does it ap- 
pear, that the Seven Miniſters conſulted in 
the Country, and others, whoſe Direction 
was askd, and who were not Neighbouring 
7 7 ; eAMiniſters, 
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Miniſters, are all Party Men? Unleſs their 
hearty Concern for the Preſervation of the 
Chriſtian Faith in this great Article, makes 
em ſo? If there are Miniſters in City and 
Country, who are not ſuch Party Men, we 
are ſorry to hear it; tho' you and your 
Friends might like beſt to adviſe with ſuch ; 
yet we cannot blame the Gentlemen, that 
they did not chooſe to ask their Advice. 


Ho come Adviſers and Arbitrators to be 
confounded together? Why may not Per- 
ſons, for their own Conduct, ſeek Advice 
of thoſe, who they believe are skilful and 
conſciencious, without obliging themſelves 
to be determin'd by it, be it what it will? 
And much more may they doit, without in- 
cluding the reſt of the People, eſpecially 
thoſe whom you call the oppoſite Side : And 
why may not the Perſons whoſe Advice is 
deſird, give general Rules, without taking 
upon em to be Judges or Arbitrators, leaving 
it to thoſe who deſir d it, to make what Uſe 
of it, they ſhall ſee Cauſe, as they find it 
applicable to their own Circumſtances ? 
Where is the Injuſtice, or Imprudence of 
this? Neither the Miniſters in City or 
Country pretended to be eArbitrators in the 
| | Caſe 
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Caſe of thoſe who deſir'd their Advice; 
much leſs of thoſe who deſir'd it not. 


You plainly taanifeſt the higheſt Reſent- 


that than in any of the other; Yet you 
feem conſcious that there is ſomething 

it peculiarly applicable to your own 
Caſe, with reference to the Exeter People, 
This raiſes your Diſpleaſure againſt the Au- 
thors of it; you call it Extraordinary, and 
are at the Pains to tranſcribe it. After all 
your Heat and Anger, we are ſatisfy d, 
that impartial and diſintereſted Perſons will 
think ic à reaſonable Rule of Advice; 
and we are not afraid to publiſh it a- 
gain to the World, © If any Miniſter is 


Ce ſuſpected by his Hearers to hold dan- 


ie gerous Errors ; and his People in a ſe- 
& rious, reſpectful Manner, deſire him to 
8 2 be plain with em, and let em know, 
te what his real Belief is; that they may not 

cc * by Miſtake, either wrong him or their 
© own Souls. We think it reaſonable, he 
&© ſhould comply with their Deſire, and 
oe 3 ready to give an Account of the 
Hope that is in him, with Meckneſs 
and 


ment of what is contain'd in the third Ad. 
vice, tho' you are no more mention'd- in 
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** and Fear, that the People may have h 
« Ground to charge him with Pride or 
* Prevarication; ſacrificing his own Peage 
e and theirs too, to a Stiffneſs, of Hu- 
* mour, or Punctilio of Honour ”, Yau 


think the Scriprure Expreſſion, of being 


ready to give an Account of the Hope, 8c. 


_ doth not prove the Duty here advisd to; 


nor does it appear that it was brought for 
this Purpoſe, there is no Quotation of the 


Place, the exact Scripture. Words, without 


any Variation, are not uſed ; it might only 
be thought a proper Way of exprefling 
the intended Duty in a Scripture-phraſe : 
There is not the leaſt Intimation given, 
that this is the only Scripture that ſupports 


this Advice. Why might they not think 


this Advice ſo agreeable to the Nature 


and Equity of Things, and fo neceſſary 
to anſwer the good Ends of the Relation 
which Miniſters and People ftand in to 


each other, that it was needleſs to quote 


particular Scriptures for the Support of that 
which has a firm Foundation in the Law 
of Nature? 


I Know not what Mr. Peirce may have 
heard with relation to the Congregational 
2 Brethren ; 
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Brethren ; it may be, you did joyn with 


others in the common Laugbter: It's much 


eaſier to laugh at the Quotation of a Text, 
than to diſprove it's Fitneſs for the Pur- 
poſes for which it is brought. I thought it 


had been agreed on all Hands, That nei- 


ther Infidels, nor Perſons groſsly ignorant, 
are fit for Chriſtian Communion : And how 


ſhall Miniſters and Churches be fatisfy'd 
that they are neither the one or the other, 
_ unleſs they ſome Way make a Declaration 


of the Hope that is in em? If this Scri- 
pture be a Direction given to Chriſtians, how 
to carry it towards their Heathen Perſecutors ; 
and if they are oblig'd to do this at their 
Requeſt, I think, by a parity of Reaſon, at 


leaſt, they ſhould be as ready to do it at the 


Requeſt of their Fellow-Chriſftians, when this 
is defir'd for their mutual Satisfaction, Edi- 
fication and Comfort, Certainly, leſs Du- 
ty is not owing to Chriſtians, that ſtand 


in ſo near a Relation, than is owing to Hea- 


then Perſecutors. If you are ſo averſe to 


declare your Faith, that you look upon 


your Hearers, who inquire after it, tho' 


in the moſt ſerious, and reſpetiful Manner, 


to ſucceed thoſe Heathen Perſecutors, then, ac- 


cording to your own Interpretation, you 


ought 
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ought to give a Reaſon of the Hope that is 
in you. You acknowledge, Thar if Per- 
cc fons are aſham'd to profeſs the Chrittian 
© Religion, or to defend it, when call'd 
«© upon; that then to alledge this Text, 
cc would be to the Purpole”. Now, we 
think, the Doctrine of the Bleed TRIxixy, 
and of the proper Godbead of CuxIsr, and the . 
Hory Gnosr, are a real and principal Part 
of the Chriſtian Religion. When any then 


ſeem backward to profeſs or defend theſe; this 
very Text may be urged upon 'em, 


| You ſay, p. 14. © You was never un- 
* willing to give a Reaſon of the Hope 
e that is in you. And once for all, you 
declare, That the Scriptures are the Mat- 
« ter, the Rule and Reaſon of your Hope. 
This is ſuch a general Declaration, that an 
Arian, a Macedonian, Neſtorian, Socinian, or 
any one but an avowed Ante Scripturiſt, will 
ſay as much. So that unleſs you will con- 
deſcend to acquaint your Hearers, how you 
underſtand the Holy Scriptures, and ſatisfy 
'em, that you have not imbib'd any of 
theſe dangerous Errors, they may ſtill be 
afraid to put their Souls under your Mini- 


terial Conduct. 
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1 Know not what ſecret Aſſurances you 


may have, That the Cloſe of this Article 
is pointed at you: It points at none that 
are not guilty; but is only deſign'd as a 
Caution to all, Not to incur ſuch a Guile, 


And if you had not let the World know, 


That the great Correſpondent of the Advi- 
ſers, (as vou call him) wants neither for 


Pride nor Prevarication, till you had produc'd 


your Evidence, and endeavour'd to make good 
your Charge; I thii k you would have act- 
ed more like a Miniſter and Chriftian, than 


now you have done. You ſay, That 


* your whole Conduct in all Places, will 


* fjufify you, that your greateſt Stiffneſs, has 
ee been in keeping a good Conſcience ; and 


* that you had not ſacrific d your” own 


* or your Peoples Peace to any Thing 
* but that”. This plainly infinuates, That 
you could not with a good Conſcience 
have ſubſcrib'd the Articles, or give your 
Hearers Satisfaction, that you are not de- 
parted from the Common Faith of Chriſti- 
ans in theſe great Doctrines. If this be the 
real Caſe, 1 think, thar you have acted con- 
ſcientiouſly in refuſing the Subſcription. But 
then you would have acted as conſcienti- 


oully 


* 
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ouſly and honourably, if you had freely and 
readily acknowledg'd as much, and had left it 
to your Hearers, Whether they could have 
been eaſy in continuing under ſuch a Mini- 
ſiry? 


ov have a further Charge, and that a 
heavy one againſt this part of the eAdvice, 
p. I5. For you ſay, © It is defigned to over- 
ce throw and craftily ſubvert an Apoſtoli- 
* cal Canon, which carries the greateſt 
* Equity in it, and that is, 1 Tim. f. 19. 
eAgainſt an Elder receive not an Accuſation, 
** but before two or three Witneſſes *®. Paſſing 
by the great Uncharitableneſs of this vile 
Imputation, I cannot for my Life ſee, how 
our Advice is deſgud to overthrow, and 


much leſs craftily ſubvert an Apoſtolical Ca- 


non. It may not be eaſy to prove, That 
the Accuſation the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, ex- 
tends to Matters relating to Faith, as well 
as to thoſe of Morality; Seeing that 
if Miniſters are not guilty, they may more 
eaſily clear themſelves from the Charge of 
Error and Hereſy, than of Immorality. But 
ſuppoſe it takes in both, the Apoſtle forbids 
only the receiving an 12838 from o- 
thers againſt an Elder, under two or three Wit- 
meſſes; whereas the Advice ſpeaks of what Mi- 
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viſters themſelves ſhould do when their Hear- 
ers ſuſpect em of holding dangerous Errors, 
and come to em, and in a ſerious, reſpect- 


ful Manner acquaint em with their Suſpi. 


cions. It is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that at 
the ſame time they will acquaint *em with 
the Grounds of em. And if their Miniſters 
both can, and will ſatisfy em; this will 
prevent their ſeeking Advice of others, how 
they ought to carry it towards 'em. The 
Rules does not meddle with, or in the leaſt 
relate to thoſe, who have an Accuſation 
brought before em againſt an Elder. And 
therefore I cannot but think that you were 
much more impertinent in alledging this 
Text to countenance you in inveighing a- 
gainſt this Advice, than we were in uſing 
the other, when we advis'd Miniſters to be 


ready to giye an Account of the Hope that 
is in em. 


Mx, Peirce cannot be ſo ignorant of the 
Nature of a Popiſh Inquiſition, and their 
Manner of Proceeding, as to imagine, we 
cannot guard againſt it, if we abett the 
Method our Advice ſuppoſes and goes up- 
on. We have always thought that this was 
one of the moſt barbarous and deteſtable 
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Things belonging to Popery: But if a Peo- 
ples deſiring a Miniſter, who is ſuſpected 


by em to hold dangerous Errors, to be plain 


with em, and let em know what his 


real Faith is, be ſetting up a Popiſh Inquiſition, 


we ſhall have leſs frigheful Apprehenſions 


of it than ever we had. Suppoſe in Po- 


piſh Countries, there be ſeveral Perſons 
that make a Profeſſion of the popiſh Reli- 


gion, who are ſtrongly ſuſpected to be Pro- 
zeftants in their Hearts, and the Inquiſition 
was only deſign'd that others who worſhip 
with em might be ſatisfy'd, Whether they 
were Proteſtants or Papiſts, where would be 
the Injuſtice or Cruelty of ſuch a Procedure, 
if no external Force was made uſe of to draw 
out their Confeſſions, nor any Civil Penal- 
ties inflicted upon a free and honeſt Decla- 
ration of their Faith. This would be only 
a Means of keeping them from acting in 
Matters of Religion, againſt the Light of 
their own Minds, And if upon In- 
quiry they refuſe to give that Satisfacti- 
on, which with Honour and Safety they 
might do; if any temporal Inconvenien- 
cies ſhould enſue, they have none to blame 


but themſelves. 
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As fete as you ns think of "RON PR 
the Danger of it, I am fatisfy'd there are 
ſuch Hereſies as have a pernicious. Influence 
upon the Souls of Men; it becomes Chriſti- 


ans, and eſpecially Ministers to be concern- 


ed for the Safety of .precious Souls and the 
Preſervation of the Truth. They do not 
contend earneſtly for the Faith, or Act as thoſe 
who are ſet for the Defence of the Goſpel : 
who.in times of growing Error do not wars 
their Hearers of their Danger, Exhort em 
to be upon their Guard, and endeavour to 
Inſtruct and Efabliſh em in the Truth, 
e the preſent Truth. 


1 T's an only Thing for you to brand, A 
Chriſtian's moſt ſerious Concern about Mens 
Souls, and Inquiry after Truth, with the Name 
of an Inquiſitory Temper. But the World will 
ſuſpe& you are not able to give your Hear- 
ers Satisfaction as to theſe, great Articles of 
Faith, or elſe you would not enveigh ſo much 
againſt an Inquiry under the odious Name of 


a Popiſh Inquiſition, How are the Conſciences 


of Men tortured by theſe Inquiries, unleſs 
they are departed from the common Faith. 


To ſay the Deſign is to get out of Men 


Evidence 
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Evidence againſt themſelves, is in effect to 
acknowledge, that if they are but free and 
open in declaring what their real Sentiments 
are, there will be Evidence againft em- 
Now why ſhould not Chriſtians, eſpecially 
eAliniſteys be ready to own what their Be- 
lief is in- Matters of Importance. It can- 
not be Conſcience but ſome other YViews that 
maſt put em upon concealing it, when it 
is defired by their People who I think have 
a Right to know, what their Faith is. I 
ſhould not care to hold any Opinion in 
Religion, I was afraid or aſham'd to own; 
Mens declining to declare their real Senti- 
ments after ſome Ground of Suſpicion gi- 
ven, will but tend to confirm and increaſe 
thoſe Suſpicions, tho* they ſhould uſe ne- 
ver ſo much Craft and Subtilty to conceal 
themſelves, and amuſe the World. 


You tell us, p. 17. That you have 
© known the Time, when many of the Diſ- 
& ſenters have look'd upon thoſe who deny'd 
ce the Antinomian Opinions, to be in dan- 
* gerous and damning Errors”. I would 
hope, yon cannot produce very many 
that were ſo rigid. and uncharitable : How- 
ever, I am ſorry to fee a Compariſon drawn 
D between 
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between the Gammon Faith of Chriſtians in the 


Doctrine of the Sacred TR NI Tv, and the Anti- 
nomian Opinions, às if thoſe who deny d the for» 


mer, were no more in dangerous and damn- 
ing Errors than they who deny d the latter. 


Jou well know we look upon the Anti- 


nomian Opinions, not to be Goſpel Truths, 
but dangerous Errors, and that it is our 
Duty prudently and ſeaſonably to preach a- 
gaiaſt em, and to warn People of the Dan- 
ger of 'em. Do you really think that the 
Doctrine of the Trinity, as commonly re- 
ceiv'd, is no more a Truth, or as much an 
Error, as thoſe Opinions, and that thoſe in 
the new Scheme, are the Men of better Prin- 
ciple and Temper, and the Reaſon why 
you have not ſpoke plainly in this Mat- 
ter, is, Becauſe as a prudent Miniſter, you 
were willing to avoid Offence, and preferve 
Peace; and you were ſo Charitable, as to 
think there is no Danger on either Side; 
tho' the proper Godhead of CuRIST, and the 
SpiR1T, are the Things in queſtion. I 
cannot imagine, that theſe arg ſuch trivial 
e Matters, And whoever may commend 
ſuch a Miniſter's Prudence and Conduct, 
I am afraid he has not preſerv'd the Hno- 

cence 
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cence of the Dove with the Wiſdom of the 
Serpent. 


Yov remind us, p. 18 of ſome Advice given 
by ſome of us Aug. 26, 1718, and then 
charge the Exeter People with not following 
it. I doubt not but they are able to wipe 
off this Charge; and ſhall only obſerve, 
That after you have repeated our Words 
of Perſons falling into that pernicious Error, 
of Denying the proper Godhead of CHRIS T, 
and the Holy GrosT ; In your Remark up- 
on 'em, you only ſay, What we call a pernici- 
ous Error, without calling it ſo yourſelf, or let- 
ting us know what your own Apprehenſions 
of it are, Whether ic be indeed an Error, 
and a pernicious one. 


| I Am ſorry to find that you draw a 
_ Compariſon between our Saviovuk's Ex- 
ample and your own Behaviour, in ſuch 
Actions of his Life, wherein it is 
queſtionable, whether He be to be imi- 
tated by us, or no. Have you that infal- 
lible Knowledge of Mens Hearts and of their 
Deſigns in asking Queſtions, that He had? 
Had not He given the Chief Prigfts, Scribe: 
D 2 and 
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and Elders, full Proof of his Divine Miſſon 

and eAuthority, by his Life and Doctrine, and 

the many uncontronlable Miracles He had 

wrought, before they put this Queſtion to 

Him, By what Authority doſt thou theſe Things ? 

If they had a Mind to be convinc'd, they 

did not want ſufficient Means of Convi- 

ion. When the Diſciples of the Phariſees 
put another Queſtion to Him, He knew i 

their Deſign was to intangle him in his 5 

Talk, and therefore charges em with Hy- : 

pocriſy, ſaying, Why tempt ye me, ye Hypo- 

crites ? And yet He gave ſuch an Anſwer, 

as was ſufficient for their Direction as far 

as Conſcience was concern d. I think you 

would have acted a much more commenda- 
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15 ble Part, if you had imitated our Bleſſd 
5 SAVIOUR at the time of his Araignment, ? 
thi who witneſſed 4 good Confeſſion before the ' 
js High Prieſt and Pontius Pilate : And tho' He N 


was ſilent under ſome unreaſonable Accu- 
ſations, yet freely own'd, He was the CuRIS 
the Son of Gov, tho' He knew this would 
expoſe Him to the Rage and Malice of his 
Enemies. We ſhould not be afraid or a- 
ſham'd, upon proper Occaſions, to make an 
U ingenuous Confeſſion of our real Faith in 
| Cunizy, tho! we ſhould hare the Proſped 
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of its bringing us under temporal Incon- 
veniencies. 


In our fourth Advice, you ſay, p. 21. 
* That we direct the People to be ready 
* to receive all reaſonable Satiifaction, but 
* do not tell em, what is reaſonable Sa- 
© tisfaction”. And yet we ſufficiently in- 
timate, That if a Miniſter can make it ap- 
pear, that either he never held thoſe Errors, 
of which he was ſuſpected, or has, upon 
maturer Thoughts, relinquiſhd em, and re- 
turn'd to the Truth : This ſhould be look'd 
upon as reaſonable Satisfaction; for they 
are advis'd to regard bim with all Reſpect 
and Kindneſs, not ſuffering any Fealouſies to 
lodge in their Breaſts, &c. How can it be ex- 
pected that leſs than this ſhould be Satiſ- 
factory, or that the bare Subſcribing the Words 
of the Holy Grosr, ſhould be ſufficient, 
when it is well known that Perſons who 
are not only ſuſpected of, but really i»fe- 


| Hed. with dangerous Errors, will ſubſcribe 


thoſe Words. 


I Have thought fic to make few or no 


Remarks upon that Part of your Pamphlet, 


which 


($9) 
which relates to the Country Miniſters or 


| 1 Exeter Gentlemen, not doubting of their A- 
i bility to vindicate and juſtify their own 
4 
| 


Conduct, if they think it needful, they are 
more thoroughly acquainted wich their own 


| . Affairs, and all the Circumſtances of em, 
"ft then I can pretend to be; nor need they my 
1 Aſſiſtance to ſet em in a true and proper 


is Light. Your Letter to the Reverend and 
1 Worthy Mr. Eveleigh, I could not read with» 
out Diſpleaſure. When I obſerv'd the con- 


= temptuous Manner in which you treat him; 
Il and the uncharitable Reflection you have 
' caſt on Mr. Reynolds, I was ſaitisfyed you 
* have given a deeper Wound to your own 
| 4 Reputation hereby, then you can poſſibly 
| do to theirs. 

| I HeartiLy wiſh you a meek, humble 


and charitable Spirit, equal to your many 
other valuable Abilities, and that if you are 
reſolved to continue Writing upon every 
Occaſion, you may diſcover leſs of that 
Wrath of Man which worketh not the Righte- 
ouſneſs of God. I take leave to remind my- 
ſelf and you, that God reſiſtetbh the Proud, 
but giveth Grace to the. Humble, and earneſtly 


pray. 
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pray, That we may be cloathed with Humi- 
lity, may put on the Ornament of a meek, and 
quiet Spirit, and be filled with 4 Spirit of Love 
Unity, and of @ ſound Mind. I am, 


SIR, 


Toar ſincere Friend, and 


Hamble Servant, 
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1. IHE Dodrine of the Bleſſed Trinity 


ſtared and defended by ſome London 
Miniſters, the Introduction by the Revd. 
Mr. Tong. Chap. I. by the Revd. Mr. Robinſon. 


Chap. II. by the Revd. Mr. Smith. Chap. III. 


by the Revd. Mr. Reynolds, {The Second 


Edition) Price 1s. 6 d. 


II. A Diſcourſe concerning the Neceſlity 


of Believing the Doctrine of the Holy Tri- 


nity; as profeſsd and maintain d by the 
Eftabliſh'd Church of England, in the Firſt of 


the Thirty nine Articlesof Religion: There 


745 but One Livipg and True God, everlaſt- 

ing without Body, Parts, or Paſſions; of 
© Infinite Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs ; 

© the Maker, and Preferver of all Things 
© both Viſible and Inviſible; and in Unity 

© of this God-head there be Three Perſons, 

© of One Subſtance, Power and Execnlty * 


* the Father, the Son, 1 the Holy Ghoſt, 


. ' 

III. A true Relation of foe, Proceedings 
at Saliers- Hall, by thoſe Miniſters who ſign d 
the firſt Article of the Church of England, 
and the Anſwers to the fifth and ſixth Que- 
ſtions in the Aſſemblies ſhorter Catechiſm. 
eMarch 3. 1719. (viz) I. The Declaration 
of their Faith in the Doctrine of the Bleſſed 


Trinity, as revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 


II. Advices for Peace, with the Letter ac- 
company ing. III. The Letter from Exon, 
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